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CP 4/36 
Copy of the PETITION to his MAJESTY, 


Under the Seal of the late Corporation,) | 3 


For A NEW CHARTER, * 


Which is to be Conſidered at the Town Meeting, to be advertiſed in he 


Northampton Mercury. 


To the King's Mofl Excellent Majeſly. 


The humble PETITION of Your Majeſty's moſt 
Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the MAYOR, 
BAILIFES, and BURGESSES, of the Town of 
NORTHAMPTON, 


Sheaveth, 
* AT Northampton is a very ancient Town 


and Borough, and hath been, from very ancient 
preſcriptive Rights, a Corporation, and from Time 
to Time indulged with divers Grants and Charters 
from the Crown of England, and thereby had, and 
yet have and enjoy, divers Privileges and Immunities; 
and particularly, by their late Charter, or Letters 


Patent, of the 15th of their late Sovereign King Charles 


the Second, they were continued, and are incorpo- 
rated, by the Name of the Mayor, Bailiſts, and Bur- 
geiles, of the Town of Northampton. 


That the Police and Government of the ſaid Town 
arc in the Management of Magiſtrates, choſe under the 
Jaid Charter; and that the ſaid Corporation are Truſ- 
tees and Guardians of various uſeful and extenſive 
Charities, as well as being Proprietors of conſiderable 
Eſtates of their own. 


That the ſaid Charter of the 15th of Charles the 
Second, grants and ordains, that there ſhould be a 
Mayor, two Bailiftfs, and, from Time to Time, forty 
and eight honeſt and diſcrete Men, dwelling and 
abiding within the ſame Town, which had never been 
Mayors : or the ſaid Mayor and two Bailiffs, together 
with thoſe who from Time to 'Time ſhall have ſerved 
the Office of Mayor, and Bailiffs, and the ſaid Com. 
pany of Forty-eight, ſhould conſtitute the Common 
Council of the ſaid Borough. 


That the ſaid Charter directs the Election of the 
Mayor of the ſaid Town, to be made by the Mayor 
for the Time being, and ſuch of the Burgeſſes who 
have ſerved the Office of Mayors, or Bailifts, or the 
more Part ot them. 


That, previous to the Granting of the ſaid Charter, 


an Act of Parliament paſled in the 4th Year of the 
Reign of the late King Henry the Seventh, by which 


it is enacted, that from thenceforth the Election of 


Mayors, Bailiffs, and other Officers, in the ſaid Bo- 
rough, ſhould be had and uſed by the Mayor and his 
Brethren for the Time being, that then of Times paſt 
had been Mayors of the ſame, or the more Part of 
them, and that they ſhould name and chooſe Forty- 
eight Perſons of the moſt wiſe, diſcrete, and beſt- 
diſpoſed Perſons of the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town, 
other than had been Mayors and Bailiffs thereof ; and 
the ſame Perſons, or Part of them, from Time to Time 
thereafter ſhould change as often as ſhould ſeem moſt 
neceſſary and behoofulj which ſaid Perſons ſo by them 
choſen and named, and the ſaid Mayor and his Breth- 
ren, and ſuch Perſons as then ſhould have been 
Mayors and Bailiffs of the ſaid Town for the Time 
being, or the more Part of them, ſhould make Election 
of all the Mayors and Bailiffs that thereafter ſhould 
be Mayors and Bailiffs of the ſaid Borough and Town. 


That an Information was ſome Time fince filed 
againſt IAE MilLies, a Burgeſs of the ſaid Town, 


* 


to know by what Authority he had exerciſed the 
Office of Mayor : In Anſwer to which Information he 
ſet forth the ſaid Statute and Charter, and ſtated, 
that, at the Time of his Election, the Corporation 
conſiſted of a Mayor, two Bailifts, ſeventeen Perſons 
commonly called Aldermen, who had been Mayors, 
and twenty-four Perſons who had been Bailiffs, and 
nineteen of the Company of Forty-eight, and that 
thirty-four (being a Majority of the conſolidated Body 
then exiſting) elected him to be Mayor, and upon the 
Authority of that Election, he juſtified having exer- 


_ ciſled the Office. 


That the Merits of the ſaid Election were argued 
laſt Eaſter Term, in the Court of King's Bench, when 
the ſaid Court was of Opinion, That the ſaid Election 
was not legal, becauſe there were not exiſting at the 
Time, and preſent at the ſaid Election, a Majority of 
the ſaid Company of Forty-eight, and pronounced 
their Judgment againſt the ſaid Fames Miller. 


That by this Deciſion it appears to your Petitioners, 
that the Elections which have been made of Mayors 
in the ſaid Corporation, as far back as can be traced 
by Witnefles or Entries in their Books, have been 
illegal; and that there is no one Officer, at preſent, in 
the laid Corporation, who can legally Execute his ſaid 
Office; inaſmuch as the Elections of them all have 
been illegal, by Reaſon of the ſame defect as appears 
in the Election of the ſaid James Miller; and that no 
future Elections conſequently can be valid; and that 
the ſaid Corporation are deprived of legal Means of 
continuing their Corporate Exiſtence with ſatety, to 
do any future Corporate Act. 


That it has been ſound always difficult to keep the 
Company of Forty-cight complete, by Reaſon of the 
largeneſs of the ſaid Number, and the Ditinclination 
of thoſe who have been Elected, to take upon them- 
ſelves an Oflice, which is in ſome Degree troubleſome 
and is attended with no Profit ; and that it will there= 
fore continue a Difficulty to carry on the Buſineſs of 


the ſaid Corporation, unleſs a Clauſe is inſerted in 


their Charter, obliging the Attendance of the Mem- 
bers at their Aſlemblies for Performance of their Duty, 
under a Penalty to be inflicted and forfeited to the 
Crown, for their Neglect, (not having a reaſonable 
Excule). | 


Your Petitioners therefore, with all Humility, pray 
your Majeſty will condeſcend to re-grant to them 
all ſuch Privileges, Immunities, Poſleſſions, and 
Rights, as they have hitherto enjoyed; and to 
reſtore to them, by a New Charter, conformable 
to the ſaid Charter of Charles the Second, their 
Corporate Capacities and Power, with a Power of 
inflicting a Penalty upon ſuch of their Members 
as ſhall Neglect their Duty; and otherwiſe to 
tranſact the Buſineſs of the Corporation in ſuch 
Manner, and with ſuch other Additions and Al- 
terations, as your Majeſty's Wiſdom ſhall pleaſe 
to adopt, for the Welfare and Safety of your Ma- 
jeſty's ancient and loyal Town. 


And your Petitianers {as in Duty bound will ever Pray, 


L. 8. 


